
 

 
 
 
 

Message from the Director: A Thanksgiving of Gratitude 
 
I want to take time today to wish all the RAM Community Happy Thanksgiving!  2020 has been a 

year of challenges for all of us, but we have much to be thankful for. Thanksgiving is a time to practice 
having an attitude of gratitude. 

As I reflect on the past several months at CMAVTS, I am grateful for the team of incredibly caring 
people I get to work with every day and their support.  In November, we get a chance to remind ourselves 
of what and why we are thankful.  This year the holiday traditions we typically engage in may differ, but 
we should not let go of the meaning behind Thanksgiving.  

We have accomplished so much this Fall.  I am so impressed with the CMAVTS staff, teachers, 
administration, and JOC. Each one is relentlessly dedicated to providing quality education for every student 
in a safe and healthy environment, and for that, I am thankful. I am grateful for our custodial staff that 
works tirelessly to keep our building cleaned and sanitized, throughout each day, during the lunch periods, 
and each night.  Your dedication and innovation have been instrumental in keeping all of us healthy and 
safe during this school year. 

I  am appreciative of the ingenuity, creativity and dedication of our administration, athletic 
department, coaches, teachers, staff and students that has allowed CMAVTS to open and remain open this 
fall,  to support the CMAVTS fall sports season, and to celebrate homecoming this year despite all of the 
challenges.  

I am grateful for the way the CMAVTS and the RAM community work toward a common purpose. 
Whether it is our business and industry partners supporting us in the renovation of the library into a new 
training center, or our CMAVTS faculty, staff and students working together on a turkey donation and food 
drive to help community members, the RAM community can accomplish so much when we work together. 

I am thankful for the students and the entire RAM community that have embraced the new routines, 
social distancing, mask, handwashing, and sanitizing guidelines that have kept our community safe. The 
ability of our RAM community to adapt, cope, and manage new guidelines in the pandemic that we find 
ourselves in today, is a testament to each one of us and the resilience, hope, and purpose we all share. In 
the week ahead, I want to remind you to take care, stay safe, and protect the vulnerable by continuing to be 
diligent with following the CDC and PA Department of Health guidelines. Your diligence will help to 
ensure that we can have a safe return to school after the break. 

As we all break for Thanksgiving, I am asking that each of you take time to engage practicing 
gratitude. Practicing gratitude is one simple thing we can do to improve our attitudes, reduce stress, 
strengthen relationships, and build each other up. So, as you celebrate with your family and friends this 
week whether in person or virtually, take time to show your love and appreciation for them, celebrate the 
victories, reflect on the challenges and losses, and remain hopeful for the good days ahead of us.   

 
My best to your families and friends… Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
Ken Kryder, Director 


